Education^	81
widows' and orphans' insurance law of 1925 and the unem-
ployment insurance act of 1934, if the children remained at
school. Religious denominations and local authorities saw
some chance of agreeing on conditions under which rate aid
might be made available for the first time for the provision
of denominational school premises, if these needed enlarging
to provide for an additional year of school attendance. The
way thus seemed straight to the raising of the school-leaving
age to fifteen by act of parliament in 1936—especially as a
loophole was then left by which compulsion would not apply
to children in ' beneficial employment.' By the time the
school age was really raised in 1947, family allowances
were also available to help families keep their children at
school.
Such then were the principal measures by which diversified
educational opportunities were made available to adolescents
during the four years from eleven to fifteen. The schools
maintained by local education authorities now fell roughly
into three types. First came the county secondary schools of
grammar-school type, to which also some urban selective
central schools approximated; these however with their
traditional curriculum seemed destined to meet the needs of
only the fewr. For the many it was the two new types of school
that were supremely important—the one with a modern
curriculum such as had been evolved by the senior and non-
selective central schools, mainly since 1918, and the other with
emphasis on technical training. To schools with all three types
of curriculum—grammar school, modern, and technical—the
term ' secondary ' was applied by statute in 1944. To facilitate
co-ordinated differentiation, all three were placed under the
administration of counties and county boroughs, although this
meant a change in the status of urban districts and municipal
boroughs. The term ' elementary' was swept away, the senior
elementary schools becoming henceforward part of the
secondary system and subject to the same co<^e regulations
concerning class-room size and playing fields. To ram home
the distinction, secondary schools as now defined were to have

